Linschoten, Laval5 Valle

Coast, " Narsinga," Bengal and the River
Ganges, Pegu, Slam, the islands, China, and
Japan. In these we need not accompany the
author, as, for all of those districts which are in
India proper, the amount of first-hand material
Is sufficiently large to enable us to dispense with
all other.

In 1601, some citizens of St Malo, Laval,and
Vitre, eager to emulate the Dutch, formed a
company and equipped two vessels for the
Indian trade. Except for the voyage of Jean
Parmentler of Dieppe in 1529 to Sumatra, this
expedition of 1601 was the first enterprise of the
French In East Indian waters. There were two
vessels, the Croissant and the Corbin. Franfois
Martin, a native of Vitre, who was in the Crois-
sant, wrote an account of the voyage of that
vessel which has since almost disappeared.* On
the Corlin was a native of Laval, whose account
of the voyage of the ship and Its disastrous out-
come has become famous. His name was Fran-
5ois Pyrard and later generations have always
known him as Francois Pyrard de Laval,

The ships sailed on May 18, 1601. Having
touched at St Helena in November, the expe-
dition rounded the Cape of Good Hope three
days after Christmas, Terrible scurvy then
broke out among the crews, and many deaths
ensued. On July I the Corb in was wrecked on

* There were two editions, 1604 and 1609.
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